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Reading and Library Service 


as reported by Mrs. Charles Veslak at the Annual Convention 
of the Wisconsin P.T.A. in Superior, May 1-2, 1947 


“Good health, good education, good library service, and good liv- 
ing should be available to all children.”’ Good books for children and 
adults are needed as never before. This department has made an 
effort through the year to bring to the Parent-Teacher groups in 
Wisconsin the value of good Public Library service. It will take the 
loyal support of every P.T.A. organization in the state—along with 
that of all organizations supporting educational and cultural devel- 
opment—to bring about adequate service. 

With the shortage of teachers in Wisconsin comes an added re- 
sponsibility for the librarian. It has never been more important 
than now that high professional standards of good librarianship be 
maintained. The selection of good reading material is equally im- 
portant with that of the assurance of the best in text books for our 
children and the presentation of a good and worthy curriculum in 
our schools. 

Wisconsin needs more libraries. It needs bookmobiles and library 
stations, so that no county or area is without the benefit of well 
selected reading material. We must pin our faith of the future on 
an educated and informed citizenry. How else can this be achieved 
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but through the complete support of our schools which provide the 
formal] training and techniques, and the public library which should 
be a store house of well selected material for the child and adult, 
covering all phases of reading interests. Material that has been care- 
fully selected by people trained in the field of library service. 

This Department urges that all Wisconsin Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations support Federal and State Legislation for the extension of 
Library service. 





SPRING MEETING OF THE CHILDREN’S SECTION 
OF THE WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The Children’s Section of the Wisconsin Library Association met 
in a two-day Workshop in Kenosha on April 11 and 12. There was 
an attendance of 61 children’s librarians and workers with children. 

Guest speakers included Miss Eleanor Walker, editor of the “Books 
for young people” section of the Booklist, Mrs. Mary Lamers of 
Wauwatosa, author, and Miss Alice Lohrer of the faculty of the 
University of Illinois Library School. 

The program opened with a speech of welcome by Mr. N. Magaro, 
and a talk “Let’s make a poster,” by Mrs. H. Mahlsted of the Kenosha 
staff. In the afternoon an Adolescent panel, led by Miss Walker, 
included Florence Evans of Racine, Edward Vaeth, Milwaukee, and 
Gertrude Shaak, librarian of the Collegiate room, Milwaukee 
Public Library. Miss Walker spoke on effective publicity and dis- 
play ideas which she had used in her work with young people. Miss 
Evans described her experience in leading book discussion groups 
among high school students. Miss Schock explained the handling 
and scope of the record collection in the Collegiate room, and gave 
helpful information on her use of bulletin boards and book displays. 
Mr. Vaeth took up the problem of discipline in the library. 

A tour of the Kenosha branch libraries ended with a tea at the 
West Branch. 

The dinner speaker, Mrs. Mary Lamers, author of Cottage on the 
Curve, took for her subject “Mama wrote a book,” and recounted with 
great humor her experiences, and her family’s, during this trying 
time. 

Saturday morning’s program opened with a School panel presided 
over by Miss Lohrer, speaking on the importance of visual aids in 
the school library. Mrs. Ina Luck of Waupun presented the prob- 
lems of the school librarian for general discussion, and Mrs. Mary 
Ryan of Madison spoke third on the importance of school libraries 
and on young people’s reading habits. 
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The second feature of the morning session was a paper read by 
Helen Lincoln of West Allis, entitled: “The head librarian looks at 
Children’s work.” 

The afternoon session began with a book talk by Elizabeth Burr, 
Library visitor in charge of Children’s Work, for the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Commission. She began by listing the requirements for a suc- 
successful children’s book, and then described and showed copies of 
the new spring books she considers outstanding. 

At the business meeting, presided over by Catherine Casey, there 
was a short discussion of ways of gaining recognition of children’s 
librarians and the Children’s Section. One way suggested was to 
provide for representation on the W. L. A. Board. Florence Hensey 
made a motion to get in touch with the W. L. A. Executive Board 
and ask that a certain sum be appropriated for the Children’s Sec- 
tion, and that we be given representation and recognition in W. L. A. 
activities; procedure to be in the form of a petition to the W. L. A. 
asking that the chairman of the Children’s Section be made a mem- 
ber of the Executive Board. 

It was moved and seconded that a committee be appointed to 
investigate in what way the Children’s Section may take a promin- 
ent part in W. L. A. activities. 

It was moved by Mrs. Schowalter of Racine that the chairman 
appoint a program committee to assist with planning all future 
meetings of the Children’s Section. 

New officers for the following year were elected as follows: 

Delourise I. Layman, Kenosha, chairman 

Florence Hensey, Wausau, vice-chairman 

Helen Kuhlman, Appleton, secretary-treasurer. 

Miss Layman announced the eighteenth anniversary of the Boys’ 
and Girls’ Library, and members of her staff brought in a birthday 
cake which was later cut and passed to all present. 

With the motion for adjournment the two-day Workshop came 
to a close.—Mildred Morgan Harper, Secretary. 





IN MEMORIAM 

Resolution adopted by the Children’s Section of W. L. A. meeting 
in Kenosha, April 11-12: 

It is with the deepest regret that the Children’s Section of the 
Wisconsin Library Association records the passing of a former mem- 
ber, Mrs. Hazel Buck Augustine, who died in March. 

Her splendid work and untiring zeal in the library profession is 
known to all of us. We will always remember that she was one of 
the faithful workers who met and organized this Children’s Section 
of the Wisconsin Library Association in 1939. 
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Be it, therefore resolved that the Children’s Section of the Wis- 
consin Library Association, through respect for her unselfish devo- 
tion, record this tribute to her memory. 





"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Send all news items to Editor, Round the Circle 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


Algoma. The Algoma public library has 
been sharing in the art treasures from the 
large collection of pictures assembled by Mrs. 
Olga Dana. Following a year’s study at the 
Art Institute in Chicago, Mrs. Dana has 
specialized in the collection of reproductions 
of paintings, which she has loaned gener- 
ously to schools. “Library patrons take a 
real interest in these fine reproductions,” 
writes Mrs. Dorothy Ackerman, librarian. 


Fox Lake. “It was with regret that the 
board of trustees of the Fox Lake Library, 
at its regular meeting last Thursday evening, 
accepted the resignation of Miss Mary E. 
Collins, who has served as librarian for 
thirty-eight years. It was largely through 
the interest and effort of Miss Collins that 
the library was started in 1909 and has pro- 
gressed in such a fine manner since that 
time. It was Miss Collins who interested the 
Woman’s Club in the idea of collecting and 
selling waste paper to build a fund for 
starting a library. It was Miss Collins who 
brought her horse and wagon to town and 
herself collected much of the wastepaper. 
It was Miss Collins who offered to serve as 
librarian and who gave her first year’s serv- 
ice free. It was Miss Collins who continued 
for thirty-eight years to give generously of 
her time and energy to the library and its 
patrons.”—Fox Lake Representative. 

During this period, the library grew from 
one box of books obtained from the Travel- 
ing Library Commission to a well cata- 
logued library of over 8,000 volumes with 
a good juvenile department, an excellent 
magazine subscription list and a substantial 
collection of local historical material. The 
library owns a modern two story brick 
building, debt free, located in the main busi- 
ness section of the city. 


Kaukauna. Mrs. H. E. Thompson, for many 
years secretary of the Library Board, recent- 
ly resigned. The following is, in part, the 


letter of appreciation tendered by the Li- 
brary Board: 
“Dear Mrs. Thompson: 

“We, the members of the Kaukauna Free 
Public Library Board, wish to express to 
you our sincere appreciation for your un- 
tiring effort and splendid service rendered 
during these many years as secretary of this 
Board. 

“You have served since 1905 which is a 
total of 42 years. The citizens of this com- 
munity join with us in extending to you 
words of “Thanks’ for all those years of 
service.” 

Mildred Cleland, Secretary. 


Kenosha. In its annual report the Gilbert 
M. Simmons Library has adopted an effec- 
tive device for reporting its activities to the 
community. In addition to announcing a 
total of 107,795 books, 242 magazines, 12 
newspapers, 14,005 pamphlets and 23,721 
pictures in the library’s collections, with a 
total circulation of 438,667, the report states 
that, among other activities, the library:— 


Prepares story hours for children of pre- 
school age; 

Works with teachers to correlate study with 
outside reading; 

Fosters interest in children through regular 
meetings of a Parents’ Group at the Boys 
and Girls Library; 

Arranges interlibrary loans for material not 
available in the city (102 books borrowed 
in 1946 from Madison sources); 

Extends its services to county residents 
without charge, correlating the work with 
the services of Home Demonstrator for 
Homemakers Clubs throughout the coun- 
ty. 


Madison. Maude V. Dickinson, for ten 
years Order Librarian in the Madison Free 
Library, has resigned. A graduate of the 
Wisconsin Library School, Miss Dickinson 
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had been librarian at Central High School, 
La Crosse for 5 years and, after coming to 
Madison, was librarian at East Side High 
School before taking on the order work in 
the main library. 


Milwaukee. Norma L. Rathbun has been 
appointed Chief of Children’s work at the 
Public Library. A graduate of the Wisconsin 
Library School, with a master’s degree from 
Western Reserve, Miss Rathbun has had ex- 
perience in the libraries of Wheaton, II, 
Rochester and New Rochelle, N. Y., and 
Willemantic, Conn. State Teachers College. 


Gertrude Shaak has been appointed 
head of the Collegiate Room to succeed 
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Edward Vaeth who is now librarian of the 
Lisbon Ave. Branch. 


Platteville. An attendance of 42 was at- 
tracted to the library for an Easter story 
hour for younger children. 

The Parents’ Shelf, a new feature in the 
library, is proving popular. 


Rhinelander. The Rhinelander Public Li- 
brary is now conducting its own radio pro- 
gram, News and Reviews from the City Li- 
brary, with Mrs. Dorothy Whittaker, librar- 
ian, and Mrs. Erma Graeber, assistant, as 
the broadcasters. Listeners in the vicinity 
may tune in on Station WOBT (1240 k) at 
8:45 P. M. on Thursdays. 





NEW BOOKS 
A Selected List Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


Philosophy and Religion 


Barkins, Evelyn. The doctor has 
-a baby. 1947. 230p. Creative 
Age, $2.50. 173 


It is the doctor’s wife who has the 
baby and who writes the book, but the 
doctor himself learns that there is a 
difference between giving advice to 
others and following it with his own 
child. The syle is flippant; sentimental 
readers may think it irreverent; but 
there is a good deal of common sense in 
the record of how theories of child care 
worked out in practice. 


Bacmeister, Rhoda W. Growing 
together. 1947. 325p. Apple- 
ton, $3.50. 136.7 


That childhood years should be a peri- 
od of growth for parents as well as for 
children is one of the points stressed in 
this book. Emphasis is on sharing inter- 
ests and responsibilities and on adapting 
the pattern of family living to the child- 
ren’s advance in years. In two parts, 
Child and Family, and Child, Family and 
Community. In part reprinted from Par- 
ents’ Magazine. 


See Booklist 43:235 Ap. 1 ’47. 


Calkins, Raymond. The modern 
message of the minor prophets. 
1947. 205p. Harper, $3. 224 


Bible students and others who have 
been puzzled by the obscure language of 
the prophetic books will find this a help- 
ful guide. 


Davis, W. Allison and Havig- 
hurst, Robert J. Father of the 
man. 1947. 245p. Houghton, 
$2.75. 136.7 


This book on child training, originat- 
ing at the University of Chicago, pre- 
sents points of view that are both new 
and refreshing. Emphasis is on the child 
in the middle class home, but there is 
constant comparison with children from 
Chicago’s notorious slum environment, 
and not always to the advantage of the 
former! 


Gifford, William Alva. The story 
of the faith. 1946. 622p. Mac- 
millan, $5. 270 


“A comprehensive, reasonably short 
history of Christianity and the Christian 
churches. A readable account from the 
Protestant point of view.” (Booklist) 








78 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


Author is professor of church history in 
the United Theological Seminary, Mont- 
real. Larger libraries. 


See Booklist 43:235 Ap. 1 ’47. 


Social Science 


Coon, Horace. Columbia, colossus 
on the Hudson. 1947. 388p. il- 
lus. Dutton, $4.50. 378 


A history of Columbia University is- 
sued as the first volume in the new 
American College and University series. 
Traces the evolution from King’s Col- 
lege to Columbia. and from Columbia 
College to University, with special chap- 
ters on Barnard and the graduate 
schools. Great names, both faculty and 
graduate, associated with the institution 
are cited; undergraduate life and ath- 
letics are touched on. 


Rodgers, Cleveland. American 
planning, past — present — fu- 
ture. 1947. 290p. Harper, $3. 

338.91 


Author, who has been a member of 
the Planning Commission of New York 
city, states the case for a planned econ- 
omy. Admitting that there are dangers 
in planning and in centralized authority, 
he looks to our system of checks and 
balances to keep them under control. 


See Booklist 43:236 Ap. 1 ’47. 


Teague, Walter Dorwin. Land of 
plenty. 1947. 319p. Harcourt, 
$3. 338.91 


The author, a distinguished industrial 
designer, believes that by taking advan- 
tage of the new industrial discoveries 
and techniques we can achieve full em- 
ployment and a general prosperity for 
everybody. But this can be accomplished 
only under a system of individual initia- 
tive. His word for it is “citizen enter- 
prise.” “No enterprise today can be pri- 
vate. The basic distinction to be drawn 
is between enterprise initiated and man- 
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aged by citizens and enterprise initiated 
and directed by the State.” 


See Booklist 43:286 Ap. 1 ’47. 
Useful Arts 


Jordanoff, Assen. Dials and 
flight. 1947. 359p. illus. Har- 
per, $5. 629.13 


In format similar to the author’s pre- 
vious books this volume takes up the con- 
struction and operation of airplane in- 
struments. 


See Booklist 43:250 Ap. 15 ’47. 


Kaye, S. Leon. The production 
and properties of plastics. 
1947. 612p. illus. Int. Text 
Book, $5. 688 


Comprehensive and technical treat- 
ment of this subject covering history and 
development and the various steps and 
processes involved in producing the fin- 
ished products now becoming so familiar. 


Fine Arts 


Graff, Raymond K. and others. 
The prefabricated house. 1947. 
illus. 1832p. Doubleday, $2.75. 

728 


Some 400 manufacturers are now of- 
fering prefabricated houses according to 
the authors. The purpose of their book 
is to tell the prospective buyer what he 
can expect, the advantages and disad- 
vantages, what to do about “extras,” 
construction details to watch out for, 
etc. Well illustrated, showing exterior 
and interior views, stages of construc- 
tion, and floor plans. 


Louchheim, Aline B. 5000 years 
of art. 1946. 199p. illus. How- 
ell, Soskin, $3.50. 709 


Illustrations in this book are all from 
art treasures in the various museums of 
New York City. Should be of special in- 
terest to visitors to the city, but the 
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chronological arrangement and accom- 
panying text make it adaptable for in- 
dividual study. Suggested for larger li- 
braries. 


See Booklist 48:220 Mr. 15 ’47. 


McNamara, John. How to get the 
most house for your money. 
1947. 182p. illus. Am. Tech. 
Soc., $2.50 (spiral binding). 

728 


In addition to the many attractive de- 
signs for small houses, there are special 
articles on such subjects as Selecting a 
livable neighborhood, How to recognize 
an economical plan, and Financing the 
home. Another, with the title, What is a 
solar house, uses a residence in Menasha, 
Wis., designed by George Fred Kech, as 
an example. 


Literature 


Bentley, Phyllis. Some observa- 
tions on the art of narrative. 
1947. 50p. Macmillan, $1.50. 

808.3 


This small book may be of most inter- 
est to writers of fiction but it should 
have helpful suggestions also for those 
who are called on to give book reviews. 
Miss Bentley shows how action is ad- 
vanced by means of description, sum- 
mary and scene, with illustrations from 
well-known novels; also shows how under 
the influence of certain writers, Virginia 
Wolf, for one, summary has been all but 
discarded. 


Snell, George. The shapers of 
American fiction, 1798-1947. 
316p. Dutton, $3.75. 

813 or 823 


In his study of American fiction the 
author divides his writers into four 
groups: Romantics, Apocalyptics, Tem- 
peramentists, and Realists, in each group 
including both early and present-day 
writers. Group three, for instance, which 
begins with Irving and Hawthorne, ends 
with Thomas Wolfe and John Steinbeck. 
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History and Travel 


Clark, Sydney. All the best in 
South America, east coast. 
1947. 315p. illus. Dodd, $3.50. 

918 


This is a revised and partly rewritten 
edition of the book which appeared in 
1940 with the title The east coast of 
South America. Prepared with the tour- 
ist in mind, gives both the historical 
background needed for understanding the 
countries visited and the practical infor- 
mation about travel conditions, as well as 
what to see and do. 


Crossman, Richard. Palestine mis- 
sion; a personal record. 1947. 
210p. Harper, $2.75. 956.9 


The author, a Labor member of Par- 
liament, was one of the British members 
of an Anglo-American Committee of In- 
quiry regarding the problems of Euro- 
pean Jewry and Palestine. Hearings 
were held in Washington and London and 
in various European centers in addition 
to the investigations in Palestine. The 
author states his own observations and 
impressions and presents his personal 
conclusions. 


Jones, Nard. Evergreen land. 


1947. 276p. Dodd, $3.50. 
917.97 
This book—the third in the Sovereign 
States series—is offered as a portrait of 
the state of Washington. Frankly 
though, as the author would admit, it is 
a partial portrait only, for he devotes 
himself primarily to the evergreen por- 
tion of the state, that lying west of the 
mountains. To the tourist this will be the 
section of most interest, and the book 
may well be added to the growing list 
of regional books. 


Keith, Agnes Newton. Three 
came home. 1947. 316p. Little, 
$3. 940.53 


The author of Land below the wind 
writes with unsparing realism of the ex- 
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periences of her husband, herself and 
young son as prisoners of the Japanese. 
Ends with her statement of faith, that 
“while we have more than we need on 
this continent, and others die for want of 
it, there can be no lasting peace,” and 
that “when we work as hard in peace- 
time to make this world decent to live in, 
as in wartime we work to kill, the world 
will be decent, and the causes for which 
men fight will be gone.” 


Kincaid, Robert L. The Wilder- 
ness road. 1947. 392p. illus. 
Bobbs, $3.75. 975 


This book inaugurates a new series to 
be known as the American Trails series. 
The general editor is Jay Monaghan, 
author of Diplomat in carpet slippers. 
The Wilderness road started at the Po- 
tomac river, followed the line of the Blue 
Ridge south, cut across Cumberland Gap 
and led up into Kentucky. It was the first 
step in opening up the west. The author 
was born in the region, has lived there 
all his life, and is now vice president of 
Lincoln Memorial University at Harro- 
gate, Tenn. 


Morgan, Dale L. The Great Salt 
Lake. 1947. 432p. illus. Bobbs, 
$3.75. 979.2 


The eighth volume of the American 
Lakes series, edited by Milo M. Quaife. 
Interest divides between the geology, 
geography and anthropology of this fas- 
cinating region and the story of the 
Mormons, those “tough, enduring and 
stubborn people” who came to tame the 
desert and change the face of the land. 
Author, a direct descendant of one of 
the Mormon founders, is engaged in 
writing a history of Mormonism. 


Morgenstern, George. Pear] Har- 
bor; the story of the secret 
war. 1947. 3380p. maps. Devin- 
Adair, $3. 940.53 


A view of what happened at Pearl 
Harbor and the way in which the United 
States entered the war which has been 
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expressed from time to time in various 
pamphlet and newspaper publications ap- 
pears here in book form for the first 
time. Briefly, it is to the effect that Pearl 
Harbor was no surprise to those in high 
places. The country had been secretly at 
war in the Atlantic for some months, and 
an incident which would precipitate open 
warfare was not only welcomed; it had 
been provoked. 


See Booklist 43:221 Mr. 15 ’47. 


Oakley, Amy. Kaleidoscopic Que- 
bec. 1947. 278p. illus. Apple- 
ton $4. 917.14 


To the list of travel books written by 
Amy Oakley, with illustrations by her 
husband, Thornton, may be added this 
pleasantly descriptive account of the pro- 
vince of Quebec. Especially good remin- 
iscent reading for any one who has been 
there. 


Peck, Anne M. Pageant of middle 
American history. 1947. 496p. 
Longmans, $4. 972.8 


A companion volume to the author’s 
Pageant of South America, covering the 
social, political and cultural history of 
the five Central American states, Mex- 
ico and Panama. Suitable for both adult 
and senior high readers. 


Rahv, Philip, ed. Discovery of 
Europe. 1947. 743p. Houghton, 
$5. 914 


With its subtitle, The story of Amer- 
ican experience in the Old World, this is 
an anthology of American opinions on 
Europe as expressed by distinguished 
travelers, beginning with Benjamin 
Franklin, John and Abigail Adams and 
Thomas Jefferson. Comes down to mod- 
ern times with such authors as Sinclair 
Lewis, Ernest Hemingway and Vincent 
Sheean to speak for the generation be- 
tween wars. 


See Booklist 43:203 Mr. 1 ’47. 
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Chamberlain, Henriqueta. Where 
the sabia sings. 1947. 246p. il- 
lus. Macmillan, $3. 921 


Growing up in Brazil, as the child of 
missionary parents, the author knew only 
one regret, that she wasn’t dark-skinned 
and beautiful like her school mates. It 
wasn’t till she came to the United States 
to enter college that she met color pre- 
judice first hand. Her own parents were 
remarkably tolerant; she saw Latin 
American life from many angles and 
now, looking back, gives a lively and en- 
tertaining account of it from the vantage 
point of several years of North Amer- 
ican residence. 


Christowe, Stoyan. My American 
pilgrimage. 1947. 264p. Little, 
$2.50. 921 


This books coincides to some extent 
with the author’s earlier story of his 
coming to America told under the title 
This is my country. Emphasis here, 
‘however, is more on the steps by which 
he became an American, in particular, on 
the importance of learning to speak good 
English. Facts, as presented in the two 
books, do not always square. 


Hinkley, Laura L. Ladies of liter- 
ature. 1947. 374p. Hastings 
House, $3.50. 920 


The six ladies are Fanny Burney, Jane 
Austen, Charlotte and Emily Bronte, 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning, and George 
Eliot. Each is treated as an individual, 
but the separate chapters are tied to- 
gether by a connecting theme, the emer- 
gence of women as authors, and there 
are fascinating comparisons. Make-up 
similar to the author’s Charlotte and 
Emily; a delightful book in every way. 


Kahn, E. J., jr. The voice; the 
story of an American phenom- 
enon. 1947. 125p. Harper, $2. 

921 
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This study of Frank Sinatra and the 
strange phenomenon presented by his 
popularity is somewhat revised from one 
of the New Yorker Profiles. Although not 
a necessary purchase by any means, will 
be found an interesting study in mass 
psychology. 


Lomax, John A. Adventures of a 
ballad hunter. 1947. 302p. 
Macmillan, $3.75. 921 


John Lomax published his first book 
of cowboy songs and other frontier bal- 
lads in 1910. Up to that time the only 
folk literature that had attracted any at- 
tention in this country was the trans- 
planted English ballad as it had survived 
in the southern mountains. How much 
the change to the widespread interest in 
the subject current today is due to the 
perseverence of John Lomax is revealed 
in this book. Of recent years he has de- 
voted himself to negro spirituals and 
work songs and there is much fascinat- 
ing and fresh material on this subject. 


Louis, Joe. My life story. 1947. 
188p. illus. Duell, $2.75. 921 


In part reads as though Joe Louis 
might have written, or at least talked it, 
himself; in part is plainly ghost-written. ° 
Gives a brief account of boyhood, but is 
largely devoted to his professional life, 
with detailed reports of some of the 
fights. A section of pictures follows the 
numbered pages. Of interest to sports 
fans, including older boys. 


Palencia, Isabel de. Alexandra 
Kollontay, ambassadress from 
Russia. 1947. 309p. illus. Long- 
mans, $3.50. 921 


Biography of one of the outstanding 
figures in the early years of the Russian 
revolution who later represented her 
country in Mexico, Norway and Sweden. 
Written by an admiring friend who may 
be, as the Booklist says, “over enthusi- 
astic.” 


See Booklist 48:204 Mr. 1 ’47. 











Fiction 


Adams, Samuel Hopkins. Banner 
by the wayside. 1947. 442p. 
Random House, $3. 


Novel giving a panoramic picture of 
life along the Erie Canal in the 1840’s. 
Action centers chiefly around a third- 
rate theatrical troupe to which a young 
unsophisticated stage-struck girl and an 
ex-Harvard student have attached them- 
selves. Somewhat melodramatic, at times 
rowdy, but on the whole an entertaining 
and acceptable novel. 


Allan, Glenn. Little Sorrowful. 
1947. 256p. Curl, $2.50. 


Rustic humor of a familiar sort ap- 
pears in these stories of the Carolina 
swamp country, reprinted from the Sa- 
turday Evening Post. 


Edginton, May. Fruit of the tree. 
1947. 2883p. Macrae, $2.50. 


A story of after-war adjustments in 
London, where many forms of disillu- 
sionment wait the returning soldier. In- 
terest though, centers in a woman, still 
young and charming, who finds her plans 
for a new life thwarted by the return 
from service of a confident, self-cen- 
tered young daughter. Plot somewhat 
strained but will hold an appeal for 
light-novel readers. 


Ertz, Susan. Mary Hallam. 1947. 
265p. Harper, $2.75. 


Story of an English girl whose home 
life is spoiled by a selfish and sensua! 
stepmother. An accident to her hand de- 
prives her of her outlet in music, for 
which she had had real talent. She has 
unhappy experiences in both friendship 
and love and tries escape by suicide. 
Rescued from drowning, she finds a new 
life opening up, and in the end makes a 
happy adjustment. 


See Booklist 43:223 Mr. 15 ’47. 


Guthrie, A. B., jr. The big sky. 
1947. 386p. William Sloane, 
$3.50. 
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After a quarrel and fight with his 
father, 17-year old Boone Caudill leaves 
his home in Kenfucky headed for St. 
Louis and the west, where he hopes to 
hunt buffalo and shoot Indians. The story 
follows his adventurous course, by foot 
and horseback, to the Mississippi, then 
by keel boat to the land of the big sky 
at the headwaters of the Missouri, where 
for 13 years he leads the typical life of 
a mountain man of his period and in that 
short time sees the Indian degraded, the 
game killed off and the life he loved de- 
stroyed. Unsparingly realistic, a man’s 
book. 


Lancaster, Bruce. The _ scarlet 
patch. 1947. 477p. Little, $3. 


For the purposes of this story the 
author has created the Rochambeau 
Rifles, a regiment which never existed 
but which is used here to represent the 
many soldiers of European birth who 
fought through the Civil war on the 
Union side because they believed in the 
cause. There is a love story, but em- 
phasis is on campaigns and battles. 


Molnar, Maria. Katika. 
242p. Harper, $2.75. 


This novel, which reads like a person- 
al narrative, tells the story of young 
Katika, who at 18 marries Peter and 
travels about Europe with him and the 
string quartet of which he is a member. 
The loves and misadventures of the other 
members of the quartet enter in; the 
musical atmosphere is authentic; and the 
story ends satisfactorily with Peter and 
Katika as American citizens. Makes 
pleasing and welcome light reading. 


See Booklist 43:255 Ap. 15 ’47. 


1947. 


Myers, John M. The wild Yazoo. 
1947. 8378p. Dutton, $3. 
Robust and rowdy tale of the days 


when the lower Mississippi was the west- 
ern frontier. 


See Booklist 43:206 Mr. 1 ’47. 
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Queen, Ellery, pseud. The 
Queen’s awards. 1946. 380p. 
Little, $2.75. 


Contains the sixteen short detective 
stories judged the winners in a contest, 
sponsored by Ellery Queen’s Mystery 
magazine, which promises to become an 
annual event. 


Richter, Conrad. Always young 
and fair. 1947. 177p. Knopf, 
$2. 


This short novel marks a departure 
from the author’s other books. It tells 
the story of a belle of the 1890’s who lets 
her real or assumed grief for a young 
soldier, killed in the Philippines, color 
her whole life, and up to a point is con- 
vincing. Thereafter, it takes a turn in 
which it is impossible to believe, in spite 
of the realism with which the atmosphere 
of time and place is suggested. 


See Booklist 43:224 Mr. 15 ’47. 
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Shute, Nevil. The chequer board. 
1947. 380p. Morrow, $2.75. 


At the time the airplane in which 
Capt. John Turner was being flown back 
to England crashed, he was under arrest 
for black market operations. Two of his 
three mates in the hospital ward in Pen- 
zance, one of them an American negro, 
are also awaiting trial for alleged crimes. 
The third is the airplane pilot. Some two 
years later when he is told that he has 
but a short time to live, he determines 
to spend that time finding out what has 
happened to the other three. His search 
makes a story in which racial tolerance 
is an important issue. 


See Booklist 43:223 Mr. 15 ’47. 


Zistel, Era, ed. Golden book of 
cat stories. 1946. 318p. Ziff- 
Davis, $3. 


This collection of stories should con- 
tain much new material of interest to 
cat fanciers, for the compiler has drawn 
her stories from many sources, French, 
Danish, Italian, German, Czech and Rus- 
sian, as well as English and American. 


Books for Children and Young People 
Selected and Annotated by Elizabeth Burr 


Books for Boys and Girls 


Andros, Guy. Freddie, the Owl. 
1947. 32p. illus. Oxford, $1. 


Garry MacKenzie’s pen and ink draw- 
ings illustrate with great detail this pic- 
ture book story of a sad, little owl, 
afraid of his own shadow and of how 
Timothy, the fieldmouse, solved the prob- 
lem. Fun for the pre-school and kinder- 
garten boys and girls. 


Bechdolt, Jack. The fairy kittens. 
1947. 40p. illus. Oxford, $1.50. 


A story for the beginning reader, of 
eight year old Ginny, who believes in 
fairies, even though her family are all 
practical minded. The pussy willows that 
turn into fairy kittens are replaced by 
a real kitten. Delightful spring-like il- 
lustrations by Decie Merwin. 


Brock, Emma L. A pet for Barbie. 
1947. 50p. illus. Knopf, $1.50. 


The story of a little girl and her pets, 
the first ones chosen by her family to 
make her a more quiet little girl and, 
after her heart-break when the elephant 
has to go back to the circus, a puppy 
chosen to make her a happy little girl 
again. Grades 3-4, 


Bowen, Betty M. Milo’s new 
world. 1947. 180p. illus. Long- 
mans, $2.25. : 


Milo and the other refugee children, 
during the time that they are held at 
Fort Ontario, as guests of the United 
States but living under restricted condi- 
tions, have fun with their pets and play, 
make friends with an American boy and 
learn to know that in America “you can 
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do what you want to and be what you 
want to, if you want it strongly enough.” 
Good story interest that doesn’t seem 
written to order. For 4th to 6th graders. 


Buck, Margaret W. Country boy. 
1947. 64p. illus. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury, $1.50. 


The story of how Tommy T., a city 
‘boy who is a country boy at heart, turns 
into a country: boy, during his visit to 
his uncle’s farm. Simply told and illus- 
trated, it will make a good addition to 
the easy reading shelf. 


Daringer, Helen J. Adopted Jane. 
1947. 225p. illus. Harcourt, $2. 


Jane is a happy, introspective, full of 
make-believe, middle sized orphan and 
enjoys thoroughly the teasing, choosing 
a best friend and family experiences of 
her summer when she gets to visit in two 
homes. She discovers that being needed 
is the deciding. point in choosing which 
family she will be adopted into. Kate 
Seredy’s pictures help to make alive this 
Jane of the early 1900’s to add to the 
10 to 12 year old favorites, Jane Moffat 
and sensible Kate. 


Fisher, Lois. You and the United 
Nations. 1947, [40p.] illus. 
Children’s. Press, 60c. 


The brief text and pictorial presenta- 
tion, based on the author’s chalk talk, 
gives a lucid and striking explanation 
of the ideals and organization of the 
United Nations and the responsibility of 
each individual for his own mental atti- 
tudes that work for or against the under- 
taking. Bound in heavy cardboard with 
cloth spine. 


Frost, Frances. Windy Foot at the 
county fair. 1947. 153p. illus. 
Whittlesey, $2. 


The pony, Windy Foot, is a birthday 
present, on his twelfth birthday, for 
Toby who wants to be an artist, and pre- 
ferably, one who draws horse pictures. 
His eight year old sister, Betsy, and five 
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year old brother, Johnny, with his moth- 
er and father spend a happy family week 
at the County fair, making new friends 
and enjoying the sights. Family, Fair 
and horse interests for 9 to 11 year old 
readers. 


Hogner, Dorothy C. Blue swamp. 
1947. 47p. illus. Oxford, $2.50 


Nils Hogner’s pictures and Dorothy 
Hogner’s story of the creatures of the 
swamp, going to the rescue of the small 
bird lured away by the Will-o-the-wisp, 
make an outstanding book. A minor dis- 
cordant note is her choice of names for 
some of the animal folk,—Tweety Yellow 
Bird and Chippy Whippy for instance. 
Ages 6-9. 


Le Seuer, Meridel. Little brother 
of the wilderness. 1947. 68p. 
illus. Knopf, $2.50. 


The author has written a simple ver- 
sion of Johnny Appleseed’s life in true 
folktale fashion, with a lilt and poetic 
quality unusual in biographies for the 
third and fourth graders. Black and 
white and full-color illustrations by Bet- 
ty Alden, plus large print add to its ap- 
peal for this age. 


McFarland, Wilma, comp. For a 
child; great poems old and 
new. 1947. 96p. illus. West- 
minster, $2.50. 


An anthology, illustrated in color and 
black and white by Ninon, which com- 
bines the new and old in children’s po- 
etry in such a charming way that it will 
be a book to recommend for home owner- 
ship as well as for the library shelves. 


Schneider, Nina. Hercules, the 
gentle giant. 1947. [48p.] illus. 
Roy, $2. 


This is the first of an announced series 
by the author of retellings of the old 
myths. Hercules becomes a home body, 
with his mother having difficulty in keep- 
ing him in clothes. It will be fun for 
reading aloud and a good introduction to 
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the Hercules that we have known hither- 
to. 


Lillie, Amy M. Stephen, boy of 
the mountain. 1947. 189p. illus. 
Dutton, $2.50. 


The author writes another story of a 
boy and the influence of Jesus on his life. 
(Nathan, boy of Capernaum, BULLETIN, 
July ’45) Although beautifully written, 
with Stephen and his friends well char- 
acterized, it will be for the unusual read- 
er of ten to twelve. Good to recommend 
to Sunday school teachers of intermedi- 
ate departments. 


Thomas, Margaret Loring. The 
burro’s moneybag. new ed. 
1947. 128p. illus. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury, $1.50. 


A reissue of a Children’s Catalog title 
with new pictures, better format and 
slightly rewritten. Pedro desires a burro 
so much that all his adventures have tc 
do with filling the money bag for the 
burro’s purchase. Mexican manners and 
customs are an incidental by product for 
the fourth and fifth grade reader. 


For Young People 


Cavanna, Betty. Spurs for Suzan- 
na. 1947. 222p. illus. Westmin- 
ster, $2. 


A day dreaming fifteen year old grows 
up convincedly during her summer vaca- 
tion with a horse loving family. Her in- 
terest in books, shared with Poke, the 
boy of the family who is a book enthusi- 
ast, reacts likewise on the horse lovers. 
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Horses and teen-age girls and boys will 
have their usual appeal to the older girl. 


Du Bois, William P. The twenty- 
one balloons. 1947. 180p. illus. 
Viking, $2.50. 


Written and illustrated by an author 
whose books have appealed to a wide age 
range because of their fun and nonsense. 
Profesor Sherman, starting out an a bal- 
loon voyage across the Pacific, lands on 
Krakatoa, leaves before the most violent 
eruption of all time and is picked up in 
the Atlantic three weeks later with the 
wreckage of twenty. :balloons. A stimu- 
lating combination of scientific truth and 
fantasy. 


Sattley, Helen R. The young bar- 
barians. 1947: .212p. Morrow, 
$2. 


A sure-fire story for the older girl 
since it is concerned with a group of high 
school girls, their fun and troubles. The 
girls discover that working for them- 
selves and opening a teen-age club house 
is not sufficient but that putting their 
time and effort into the children’s or- 
phanage is satisfying. 


Wire, Harold C. High country. 
1947. 1838p. illus. Westminster, 
$2. 


Brand and Chuck compete during the 
summer to become forest guards in the 
U. S. Forestry service, with a good num- 
ber of blunders on Brad’s part. By fin- 
ally working together they locate the 
criminals, responsible for forest fires and 
stealing cattle, and reach their goal. 
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UPPER MIDWEST REGIONAL LIBRARY CONFERENCE 


Tentative Program 
Hotel Nicollet 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
October 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 


THEME: CRUSADING THROUGH LIBRARIES. 


Friday 


2:30 P. M. Registration. 


Executive Boards, Committee Chairmen, and Heads of 
State Library Commissions—Meeting 


. Executive Boards—Dinner. 


Special Libraries Association Dinner. 


Minneapolis Public Library, Open House. 
“Great Books” Program, Introduction 
Audio-Visual Demonstration. 


Ps Reception, Minneapolis Public Library Staff. 


A. M. 


Saturday 
General Youth Day 


First General Session. 
Greetings from State, City, and Library Officials. 


Children’s, Young People’s and School Librarians 


Section Meetings. 
- College and Reference Librarians. 


Luncheons. 
Minnesota Association of Hospital and Medical 
Libraries. 
Children’s and Young People’s Librarians 
School Librarians. 
College and University Librarians. 


Tea for Children’s, Young People’s, and School 
Librarians. 


Second General Session. 
Banquet—Speaker—HEric Sevareid. 


Dancing. 
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6:00 
8:00 


9:00 A. M. 


12:30 P. M. 
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Sunday 


Third General Session. 
Intercultural Panel. 


Luncheons. 
Trustees and Library Board Members. 
Small Public Libraries. 


Sightseeing Tours. 


Fourth General Session. 
Smorgasbord, Calhoun Beach Club. 


Travel Talk—Elizabeth Bond, O.W.I., Libraries 
Abroad—“‘Australian Libraries.” 


Monday 


State Library Associations. 
Business Meetings of State Associations. 


Section Luncheons and Meetings. 
Catalog. 
County. 
Reference. 


Library Schools’ Dinners. 


Fifth General Session. 
Panel discussion—“‘From Where We Sit.” 
A Challenge from Leading Librarians and Library 
Users of Each State. 


Tuesday 


Sixth General Session. 
Upper Midwest Books and Authors. 
Final Business of Conference. 


Luncheons. 
Executive Boards, “Idea Exchange.” 
State Library Commissions. 





WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN May, 1947 


COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP 


One bill sponsored by the Wisconsin Library Association is now 
a law. It provides that the Governor shall appoint four members 
who with the State Superintendent, President of the University and 
Director of the Historical Society shall constitute the Library Com- 
mission of seven members instead of five as formerly. 


The first appointments shall be for terms of one, two, three and 


four years; thereafter all appointments shall be for five year terms. 


“In making such appointments the Governor shall give special 
consideration to persons who have demonstrated a knowledge of and 
an interest in ‘the purposes and functions of public libraries.” 








